


ÅImage a smart, sustainable urban community,
however you define ñsmartòand ñsustainableò;
most importantly somewhere you would want to
live. Your utopia.

ÅClose your eyes, and mentally note how the place
is laid out, in terms of streets, buildings, public
spaces, parks, homes, work places, shopping,
transport, etc. How do the people who live there
interact and what do they do? How does the built
environment relate to the natural environment?

ÅDraw a map, plan, picture or other symbolic
representation of this place. Drawing quality
doesnôtmatter.

ÅCreate a list of key words/ characteristics that
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Characteristics:

Health & well being

(Activity, recreation, and art 

encouraged in the design)

Human scale

(Priority given to pedestrians, bikes)
Beauty (inspiring, green)

Shared space & community 

(community balconies, urban garden)

Integrated economy

(Businesses and homes co-located)

Repurposing of existent structures

(mine tower -> train station, 

arts center and café)

(Freight rail converted to 

electric light rail)

(mining tunnel converted apartments 

and community living)

Integration with natural environment

(green space, trees, nature trails) 

Renewable energy

(solar, wind, micro-hydro)

Public transport

Connection to food

(rooftop garden; garden bridges)

Scoping



Which characteristics did you come up 
with?



What does that say about what you 
value?



Values

Visions

Engage
ment



Values

ñIf we want to get the design of smart cities right, we need 
to take into account local quirks and involve citizens in 
their creationò

(Smart Cities by Anthony Townsend, 2013)

Architecture & planning are design problems, where there 
is no one ñcorrectò or ñoptimalò solution. With no optimal 
solution, values come in.

Aesthetics is the ultimate design problem (Burnett & 
Evans, 2016)





smart cities = no 
people?


